
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D .  C .  

App l i ca t ion  No. 12071, of t h e  Most Reverend W i l l i a m  W.  
Baum, S.T.D., Archbishop of Washington, pursuant  t o  Sub- 
s e c t i o n  8207.1 and 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regu la t ions ,  f o r  
a s p e c i a l  except ion  under Paragraph 3101.45 t o  permit  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a community c e n t e r  b u i l d i n g  and for  va r i ance  
from t h e  width requirements  of an open c o u r t  (Sub-section 
3306.1) and t h e  area requirements  of a c l o s e d  c o u r t  
(Sub-section 3306.1) i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises  
320 2 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  N. E . ,  (Square 4558, L o t s  814 and 815) .  

HEARING DATE: March 1 7 ,  1976 

DEC IS  I O N  DATE : March 23, 1976 

F I N D I N G S  O F  FACT : 

1. The p r o p e r t y  is l o c a t e d  i n  an R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The a p p l i c a n t  proposes  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a community 
cen te r  b u i l d i n g  f o r  S t .  Benedict  t h e  Moor P a r i s h .  The church 
p r e s e n t l y  has a church convent and school  on t h e  p r o p e r t y .  
The proposed community c e n t e r  would c o n t a i n  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
u se  a s  a gymnasium, c a f e t e r i a  and fund r a i s i n g  s o c i a l  h a l l .  

3. The proposed b u i l d i n g  w i l l  be one-story i n  h e i g h t ,  
w i l l  c o n t a i n  approximately 13,6000 square  f e e t  of f l o o r  a r e a  
and w i l l  be loca ted  n o r t h  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  convent a long the "D" 
Street  s i d e  of t h e  p rope r ty .  

4.  The b u i l d i n g  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u se  by t h e  
church as w e l l  a s  by o t h e r  community groups,  such a s  t h e  
Kingman Park C i v i c  Assoc ia t ion  which c u r r e n t l y  m e e t s  i n  t h e  
church and by a r e a  r e s i d e n t s  f o r  wedding r e c e p t i o n s  and o t h e r  
s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s .  It i s  es t imated  t h a t  t h e  church w i l l  u se  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  approximately 60 p e r  c e n t  of t h e  t i m e ,  and o t h e r  groups 
w i l l  u se  it approximately 40 p e r  c e n t  of t h e  t i m e .  

5. The church has  approximately 1600 p a r i s h i o n e r s ,  
many of whom r e s i d e  i n  t h e  neighborhood. The schoo l  has 
approximately 250 s t u d e n t s ,  approximately 200 of whom r e s i d e  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  

6. A church is a use  pe rmi t t ed  as a ma t t e r -o f - r igh t  
i n  a l l  zone d i s t r i c t s .  
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7 .  There w i l l  be no a r t i c l e s  of commerce f o r  sa le  
o t h e r  t han  t h o s e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  church a c t i v i t i e s ,  which 
would be accessory  t o  t h e  church u s e  and thus  pe rmi t t ed .  

8. There w i l l  be 103 park ing  spaces  provided ,  whi le  
102 a r e  r equ i r ed  by t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

9 .  There w i l l  be a f e e  charged f o r  r e n t a l  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g  f o r  u s e  f o r  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s .  There w i l l  be no charge 
f o r  use  of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  meetings of community groups.  

10 .  The p r o p e r t y  is i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  of RFK 
Stadium, Eas t e rn  High School and o t h e r  n o n - r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s .  
This  a r e a  i s  a l r e a d y  severeLy impacted by t r a f f i c  t o  and 
from t h e  s tadium on days when t h e r e  a r e  even t s  a t  t h e  stadium. 

11. The proposed b u i l d i n g  would be connected t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  schoo l  and convent by a new canopy. This canopy 
creates two s m a l l  open c o u r t s  and one smal l  c l o s e d  c o u r t ,  
a s  shown on t h e  p l a t  des igna ted  Exh ib i t  "1 P . H . "  r ece ived  
from t h e  Zoning Adminis t ra tor .  The open c o u r t s  b o t h  have 
wid th  of s i x  (6 )  f e e t ,  where a t e n  f o o t  minimum i s  r equ i r ed .  
The c losed  c o u r t  has an area of 253 square  f e e t ,  where 350 
square  f e e t  a r e  r e q u i r e d .  

1 2 .  There was no oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  proposed b u i l d i n g  i s  a 
community c e n t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  
t h a t  w i l l  serve t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  of t h e  church who a r e  p a r t  
of t h e  neighborhood and w i l l  a l s o  be ava i lab le  f o r  u se  by 
o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of t h e  community. The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  
u s e  w i l l  not  be o b j e c t i o n a b l e  because of n o i s e  o r  t r a f f i c .  The 
Board concludes t h a t  t h e  proposed b u i l d i n g  w i l l  be reasonably  
necessary  and convenient  t o  t h e  neighborhood i n  which it w i l l  
be loca ted .  The Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  reques ted  
va r i ances  are area va r i ances ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of which r e q u i r e s  
t h e  showing of a p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y .  The Board concludes 
t h a t  such a d i f f i c u l t y  e x i s t s ,  and t h a t  no adverse  e f f e c t s  
w i l l  occur if t h e  var iances  a r e  g ran ted .  It is  t h e r e f o r e  
ordered t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be GRANTED. 
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VOTE: 4-1 ( M r .  Leonard L.  M c C a n t s ,  M r s .  R u b y  B .  M c Z i e r ,  
M r .  W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh and M r .  W i l l i a m  F .  H a r p s  
t o  g r a n t ,  L i l l a  B u r t  C u m m i n g s ,  E s q . ,  t o  d e n y )  on 
t h e  special  exception and 4-0 ( M r s .  R u b y  B .  M c Z i e r ,  
M r .  Leonard L. M c C a n t s ,  M r .  W i l l i a m  S .  H a r p s  and 
M r .  W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh t o  g r a n t ,  L i l l a  B u r t  C u m m i n g s ,  E s q  
n o t  v o t i n g  because of her bel ief  t h a t  t h e  spec ia l  
exception should not  have been  g r a n t e d )  on t he  va r i ances .  

BY ORDER O F  THE D .  C .  BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED By:- - 
STEVEN E .  S H E R  

A c t i n g  Secre ta ry  t o  t h e  B o a r d  

n F I N A L  DATE O F  ORDER: 3 

T H I S  ORDER SHALL BE V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
IS F I L E D  W I T H  THE DEPARTMENT O F  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT W I T H I N  
A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS A F T E R  THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER. 


